Oxford and its Story

of the first electric lamp, as the site of the martyrs'
death.1    To this spot then came the two bishops.

Lord Williams of Thame was on the spot by the
Queen's order ; and the city guard was under arms to
prevent disturbance. Ridley appeared first. He
wore

" a fair black gown furred and faced with foins, such as he
was wont to wear being Bishop, and a tippet of velvet furs  '
likewise about his neck, a velvet nightcap upon his head
and a corner cap upon the same, going in a pair of slippers
to the stake.'*

He walked between the mayor and aldermen, and
Master Latimer followed him in the same shabby
attire as that which he had worn on the occasion of his
examination. As they passed towards Bocardo thev
looked up in the hope of seeing Cranmer at the little
glass window. It was from this window 2 that the
Bocardo prisoners used to let down an old hat and cry,
" Pity the Bocardo Birds." For prisoners in those
days depended for their daily sustenance on the charity
of strangers, even as the prisoners in Portugal or
Morocco do to-day, and ** Bread and meat for the
prisoners** was a well-known cry in the London
streets. The Parisian version was, " Aux prisonniers

1In 1875 stakes and ashes, however, were found also
immediately opposite the tower gateway of Balliol, and this
spot was marked in the eighteenth century as the site of the
martyrdom. Another view is that the site was, as indicated
by Wood, rather on the brink of the ditch, near the Bishop's
Bastion, behind the houses south of Broad Street. There
were possibly two sites. I do not think that there is anything
to show that Latimer and Ridley were burned on exactly the
same spot as Cranmer. If Cranmer died opposite the college
gateway, the site marked, but more probably the third
suggested site, near the Bishop's Bastion, may be that where
Ridley and Latimer perished,

3 The door of the Bishops' Hole is preserved in S. Mary
Magdalen Church.
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